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Marr viii. 25. 


And bis Diſciples came to * a 
awoke bim, ſaying, Lords cee Us 3 


doe Pri. 


* 


0 R Bleſſed 1 3 $niſhed 7 
O unparalleÞd Sermon on pt Mount, 
an account whereof we have in the 

5 three preceding Chapters; when he was come 

down from it, great Multitudes followed him, 
and he performed many Cures upon them, h 

Then he entered into a Ship, his Diſciples 
accompanying him, 4nd behold, there aroſe 
@ great Tempeſt in the Sea, inſomuch that. the 
So was covered with the Waves : but he was 
ep. Then bis Diſciples came unto him; 
= awoke him, ſaying, Lord, ſave us; we 
periſh. Upon which be aroſe and rebuked the 
Wings an the Sea, and there Was a great 
Calm, 
| In order to explain and apply this paſſage 
of Scripture, to the purpoſes of this ee 
Faſt-day; ; 1 propoſe 217 


I. In che firſt place to make 5 Obſcr- 
vations upon the Text and Context, ſhewing 
A2 wherein 


4 ASERMON preached on Occaſion 


wherein the Caſe of the Diſciples, in theſe 
their preſent - dangerous Circumſtances, and 
ours agree. 
II. I fhall ſhew in what reſpects we may 
be faid to be in a periſhing Condition, that ſo 
we may be excited to cry to the Almighty with 
ſo much more earneſtneſs and fervency to ſave 


us from periſſing. 
III. To ſhew that our Help is only in the 


IV. I ſhall ſhew what help we muſt cry 
to God for, and in what reſpects we ought to 
apply to him for Salvation. 


— 


- I return to the firſt of theſe, to offer a few 
remarks on the Text and Context: and in the 
_ - firſt place, TI obſerve it is taken notice of in 
the 23d verſe, that our Bleſſed Lord and his 
Diſciples were in a Ship. . This holds forth 
do us the ſtate of the Church militant, they 
are in a Ship with Chriſt ; where Chriſt and 
his Diſciples are, there is a Church without 
all controverſy, whether it be in a Houſe, or 
2 Ship, or on a Hill-fide: It is not Wood, 
or Stone, after whatever manner conſecrated, 
that makes a Church; but the Preſence of 
Chriſt, by his Spirit and Power making 
Sinners real Diſciples, teaching them effectu- 
ally as never Man taught, making them wil- 
ling by a day of his Power to ſubmit to him 
as their Lord and Maſter, that conſtitutes a 
Cl, ae Fg Fryer 
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Tus Church of Chriſt was typified by the 

Ark of Noab, which ſaved all that entered 

into it ; ſo Salvation in an ordinary way 1s 
only to be had within the pale of the viſible 

Church; where Chriſt ſpeaks to us by his 
Doctrine, and reveals his Arm, that a Goſpel- 


Report may be believed, ſo as that Sinners 


are made real Diſciples thereby, there the 
Church is; this is the Ark that ſaves from 
the deluge of the divine Wrath; here is the 
Ship that wafts Sinners ſafely over to the eter- 
nal Regions of Bliſs; therein we paſs all the 
Waves, and ride out the Storms of the trou- 
bleſome Sea of a tempeſtuous World. We 
have our All in this bottom, and our Pilot 
will keep ſafe that good thing we have com- 
| mitted to him, againſt that Day, when we 
ſhall land in glory. 


T Is true, all who are taken into the Ship 


= of the viſible Church, by a bare external Pro- 


feſſion, when they are 5h true Diſciples, 1 
raelites indeed, are not carried to Bliſs, nor do 
they enter upon the poſſeſſion of the Land 
promiſed only to true Believers; as there 
were hoth clean and unclean in Neat's Ark, 
ſo there are both good and bad, ſuch whoſe | 
Hearts are right with God, and thoſe who 
are not ſo, taken into external Communion _ 
with the viſible Church. An external Com- 
munion with the Saints, if we are only hy- 


5 pocritical and carnal Profe fors, will not ſave 


. 


* 
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TR Church is fitly repreſented to us by 
the Similitude and Reſemblance of a Ship, 
both on account of the Beauty of its com- 
pacted Frame, and its Strength: Feruſalem 
is built as a City that is compacted together 
from the Head of the Church, even Chriſt, 
the whole Body fitly joined together, by that 
which every Joint ſupplieth according to the 
effectual working in the meaſure of every 
part, maketh increaſe of the Body, to the 


edifvieg of *nflf in Love ; the hes a Flag 


whereby ſhe is terrible for Strength, as an 
Army with Banners. „5 


Tux Church has all the tackle of a Ship, _ 


ſhe ſteers her Courſe by the Compaſs of the 
Word; her Affections ſerve as Sails to carry 
her to her deſigned Port, when the North- 
Wind awakes, and the South-Wind comes to 
fill them; there is the Anchor of Hope, ſure 
and ſtedfaſt fixed within the Vail, taking faſt 
hold on the Merits of Chriſt ; there are Paſ- 
ſengers aboard this Veſſel, bound from Earth 
to Heaven : Believers do not ſettle here, this 
is not their Reſt, they are in ſearch for a 
heavenly Country : This Ship the Church is 
_ richly freighted, it has the valuable Cargo of 
the Souls of Men, and the Truths of God. 
As a Man of War ſhe muſt in her militant 
ſtate fight her way through all difficulties; 
to which ſhe is expoſed ; there are many Pi- 
rates, whoſe Attacks ſhe is expoſed to; but 
ſtronger is he that is in her, than he that in 
Rs. _ 
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the World; the gates of Hell ſhall not be able 
to prevail againſt wh ſhe has a ſkilful Pilot who 
fits at the helm, the Government is on his 
ſhoulders, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth ; 
all Judgement is committed to him in Heaven 
and Earth, all Power is given to him. Let 
his People therefore confide in his Power and 
Wiſdom, he is able to fave to the uttermoſt. 
Tris brings me to a ſecond Obſerva- 
tion from this Context, v:z, that the Church 
of Chriſt may ſometimes be in very imminent 
Danger; we may gather this from the 24th 
verſe, where it is faid, There af a great 
Tempeſt in the Sea, infomuch that the Ship was 
covered with the Waves. As our Saviour and 
his Diſciples being in this Ship, fitly reſem- 
bles the Church of God in the World; fo 
the Circumſtances this Ship, wherein Chriſt 
and his Diſciples were, was in, do not unfitly 
ſhadow forth to us and repreſent the dange- 
rous fituation the Church of God may be 
brought into here, through a concurrence of 
various Diſpenſations of divine Providence, 
that in a very remarkable manner ſeem to 
_ conſpire to promote her overthrow and ruin. 
As there aroſe a great Tempeſt in the Sea, 
inſomuch that this Ship, wherein Chriſt and 
his Diſciples were, was covered with the 
Waves; ſo the Church of Chriſt is ſometimes 
brought to ſuch a dangerous ſituation, that 
all the Powers of the World may ſeem to 
conſpire againſt her; ſhe is often in perils, 
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it is through many tribulations ſhe gets ſafe 
to the harbour ; many Dangers from without 
threaten deſtruction, all the Elements conſpire 
her ruin, winds and waves, and the fire of 
hot Perſecution ; ſo that if it was not for the 
=_ protection of Heaven, ſhe could not 
nd it: There are many rocks on which 
this Ship is in danger of ſplitting, the Powers 
of this World ſet themſelves to oppoſe the 


Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom. The Heather 


rage, and Kings of the Earth combine againſt 


the Lord's Anointed ; yet they but imagine a 


vain thing, the Lord will daſh them in pieces 
hike a Potter's veſſel, and break them with his 
rod of Iron; be will firike thraugh Kings in 


the Jay of his Wrath; when be fendt the rod | 


of bis Strength out of Zion, be will rule in the 
. 
Wu the Enemies of God and his Peo- 
ple ſay, Come, let us cut them off from being 
4 Nation, that the Name of Iſrael may be no 
more in Remembrance; when they conſult to- 
gether with one conſent, and are confederate 
againſt God ; when the Tabernacles of Edom, 
e Iſhmaelites, Moab, and the Hagarens, 


: Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, the Philiſtines, with 


the Inhabitants of Tyre and Aſſur joined with 
them, put forth their utmoſt efforts againſt 
the intereſts of Religion, tbe Lord will pre- 


ſerve his hidden ones, in the ſecret of his Pre- 


ſence, and cover them with the ſhadow of his 


— 
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wings; but he will do unto thoſe as unto the 
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Midianites, as fo Siſera, as to Jabin af rhe 
brook of Kiſon z when they ſay, let us take the 


houſes of God to ourſelves in poſſeſſion, the Lord 
aul make them as ſtubble before the wind, be 


will perſecute them with his Tempeſt, and make 


them afraid of his Storm. He has done fo 


already for theſe Lands, and if we turn to 


he will do ſo 
ſtill; his Hand is not ſhorten'd, but it can 


yet ſave us ; nor is his Ear heavy, but it will 


him with penitent Hearts, 


yet hear ; if we are found crying in ſincerity, 


he will do it for his Mercy's ſake, for his In- 
tereſt's ſake, that Men may know that he 


whoſe Name alone is EH OVA H, is the 


moſt High over all the Earth: He will do it 
for his Glory's ſake, that that ambitious, tur- 


bulent, deceitful and perfidious Monarch, who 


has been the cauſe of all thoſe confuſions in 
„may know, that whereas he exalts 


1 7 and graſps at univerſal Monarchy, 


yet the Lord is above him. Let us therefore 
fervently cry to the King of Kings, that he 
Would — his hook into his noſe, and his 
bridle into his lips, and turn him back by the 
Way by which he came. The Lord, becauſe 
his rage againſt him, and his tumult came 


up to his ears on the wings of the Prayers of 


his Saints, has in part done ſo already, bleſſed 


be his Name, in the glorious Victory at Der- 


lingen, by the inſtrumentality of our moſt 


Gracious Sovereign, and fince by the diſap- 
pointment of an Intended Invaſion of this 
B | Uland; 


5 18 naturally between the Seed of the Woman 
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Iſland; and we have the ſureſt Proſpect that 
he will yet do it in a higher meaſure, if the 
Duties incumbent on us this day, are per- 
formed in a ſuitable manner by us; if with 

unfeigned Hearts we humble ourſelves in the 
fight of God, imploring his Mercy to pardon 


tte guilt that lies heavy on theſe Lands of 


Britain and Ireland ; if in Sincerity we repent 


of the evil of our ways, renting our hearts 
for our many provocations, turning to the 
Lord with all our heart, looſing the bands of 


Sin, and in other reſpects acting as becometh 


the character of a penitent People; our gra- 
cious God will yet turn unto us to do us good, 
he will yet take us under his Protection, and 
ſhew that he hath not caſt us off, aka nos 

| forthed againſt us ſhall proſper. 


Bur to return; the Church of Chriſt is 
many times in very imminent danger ; this 


Ship meets with Quick-ſands and Flats; Reli- 


gion is often at a low ebb, every where f po- 


| ken againft, and the power of Godlineſs is 4 
| ſneered at by a carnal World, and many 
times all the temporal Advantages are on the 


fide of Impiety ; inſomuch that if it was not 


for the fingular Providence of God, that fits 


at the helm, and ſteers this Boat wiſely, ſhe 
could not fail to founder on theſe Flats. 

SOMETIMES this Ship is toſſed with Tem- 
peſts and Storms of Perſecution, that are 
raiſed againſt her through that Enmity that 


and 
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and that of the Serpent; many ſuch Storms 
ſhe has weathered out, ſince the giving of that 
| firſt Promiſe, that the Seed of the Woman 
| ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Serpent? Tho' 
the Serpent is ſuffered to bruiſe the Heel of 

the Woman's Seed, in the Sufferings of Chriſt 
and his Members, yet the Head is ſtill fafe ; 
| _ thro' the good hand of God on his Church, | 
ſhe has hitherto been preſerved, God hath 
| hitherto helped and will help. The mountain 
of the Houſe of the Lord ſhall be exalted above 
the top of all the mountains ; whatever attempts 
may be made by the adverſary to tread down 
God's Sanctuary, a Seed ſhall ſtill be found to 
ſerve him, that foall be counted to the Lord for 
à Generation, _ 
BxsIpxs theſe dangers the Church of God 
| is expoſed to from her Enemies without, like 
ä Ship, ſhe is liable to the misfortune of 
Schiſms and Diviſions from within; that are 
ready to ſpring a leak in her, which would 
not fail many times to be very fatal, did not 
a gracious God heal theſe Breaches, cure our 
Animoſities, and one way or another bind up 
our wounds. Amidſt all theſe diſaſters and 
dangers the Church of Chriſt is expoſed to, 
eſpecially when ſhe is actually under many of 
them at this preſent Juncture, we had need 
to cry earneſtly to God, that he would ſave 
us, leſt we periſh ; that he who ſtills the noiſe 
of the Seas, the noiſe of their Waves, and 
the tumults of the People, would ariſe and 
B 2 rebuke 


1 SERMON preached on Occaſion | 
rebuke the Winds and the Sea, that there 
may be a great Calm. 
 _ Ws may obſerve, that Chriſt ſometimes 


carries it in the Diſpenſations of his Providence 
towards his Church as if he was aſleep ; he 


ſuffers ſometimes his People's Enemies to go 
very far, and he lets the reins looſe to ſuch a 
pitch, that the wicked are confident of their 
Succeſs, and promiſe Proſperity to themſelves 
in their wicked, malicious, and cruel Under- 
takings : they are ready to fay, God hath for- 
ſaken them; perſecute and take them, for 
there is none to deliver them. Yea, ſuch ſome- 
times may be the gloomy aſpect of Was 5 
that Believers themſelves, through the weak 
neſs of their Faith, may even be ready to * 
ſpond, when they have been time time 
attacked by a reſtleſs and cruel Enemy, and 
have becn often upon the point « of being ſwal- 
lowed up by him, and have again and again 
hardly, yea, even miraculouſly eſcaped, as a 
Bird out of the ſnare of the crafty Fowler : I 
 fay, in ſuch circumſjances God's own People 
are even ready to ſay, We can ſcarcely al- 
ways eſcape at this rate; ſurely one day we 
mall fall by the hand of this Enemy. Some- 
times God's own People are afraid of being 
caſt off for ever, they look on themſelves as 
given up to che Fury * their Enemies, and 
counted as ſhee for the ſlaughter, and that 
the Captain of their Salvation and only Deli- 


YErer is as in a flee p. and unconcerned about 


them, 


„ + 4a „„ ＋ꝛ r ⁊ — ·rͤ Ao * * 


8 themſelves: he will ſharply reprove them 
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them, whether they ſink or ſwim. This was 


the caſe of the Church, P/. xxii. 23, Sc. For 


thy ſake are ve killed all the day long; we are 
counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter. Awake, why 


ſleepeſt thou, O Lord, ariſe, caſt us not off for 


ever ; wherefore hideſt thou thy Face, and for- 
getteſt our Aſliction and Oppreſſion ? for our 
Soul is bowed down to the duft, our belly cleaveth 


to the earth; ariſe, for our help, and redeem us. 


3 for thy Mercy's ſake. But tho God's own Peo- 


ple may entertain ſuch a miſtaken notion of 


the Superintendant of the Univerſe, whoſe 


eyes continually run to and fro through the 


Whole Earth, beholding the Evil and the 
Good]; yet the Watchman of Mael neither 
flumbers nor ſleeps. Tis true, as Man he had 

all the ſinleſs Infirmities that accompany our 
Nature, and being very much fatigued, de- 
claiming ſo long in the open air to a nume- 
rꝛ0ð0us Audience, frail Humanity could no lon- 
ger bear up without ſome refreſhment of na- 


ture by Sleep; therefore after he came down 


from the Mount, and had finiſhed the labo- 
rious work of the Day, our Bleſſed Lord, 
who had no other where to lay his head, laid 
himſelf down in the Ship, and was indeed 


aſleep, as to his human Nature; but his divine 
Nature is ever wakeful, his Eyes ſee and his 


Eye-lids try the Children of Men; and tho he 
may be ſilent, and not appear to take ven- 
geance immediately on the wicked, yet they 


are miſtaken, if they imagine he is ſuch a one 


1 


here, 
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here, or call them to a ſtrict Account here- 
after. Many times he winks at the manners 
of ſinners, when he is far from being aſleep. 
Let them not look upon his Long-fufferin 
to be Unconcernedneſs ; tho' Sentence againſt 
their evil works is not ſpeedily executed, yet 
let Sinners beware leſt they ſet their hearts 
fully in them to do evil. The Lord will af 
4 10 longer keep filence, no longer hold bis 
Peace and he. till; but he will ariſe, and pluck 
bis right-hand out of his boſom, and make it 
evident that all bis Paths, even his filent and 
Hill Paths, are Mercy and Truth only, to fuch 
as keep his Covenant and Te eftsmonies, but A 
tice to bis adverſaries. 
Wurcn leads me to a fourth Obſervation 5 
from this T ext, which is, 'That when the 
Lord ſeems in the conduct of his Providence | 
to be aſleep, and fits ſtill without ſtirring in 
behalf of his Church, the beſt means to awake 


haim, that he may beſtir himſelf and appear 


for his People, and interpoſe in behalf of his 
own Intereſt, when it ſeems to be in a fink- 
ing periſhing Condition, is PRAYER. Here 
the Diſciples cry earneſtly in the text, Lord, 
ſave us; we periſh. A periſhing cry is a loud 
cry, all remaining ſtrength is exerted in the 
laſt effort of a cry for Help, when a Perſon 
finds that all means himſelf can uſe are inef- 
fectual: And indeed, if a ſpirit of Slumber 
and a woful Security did not poſſeſs us in 
3 — Kingdoms, ſuch are the dangerous cir- 
cumſtances 


255 4 
4 4 th 


of the Fas r, April 11, 1944" 75 


cumſtances on many accounts, the Church 


could not help crying, and crying fervently 
and loudly. with We Diſciples in the Text, 


5 Lord, ſave us; we periſh. LO 


WnILE there is life, there is Hope; and if 


we had but ſtrength to cry, there is Help; 
the effectual fervent Prayer of a righteous 


Man availeth much. Prayer has done won- 
ders for God's People, nor is it at all the leaſt 


ſymptom of the hopefulneſs of our condition, 


and that there is Help for us, that it hath 


pleaſed God to put it into the heart of his 


rvant our moſt Gracious Sovereign King 


 GeoRGx, to call his People at this juncture, to 
this ſeaſonable and neceſſary Duty of crying 
to the Lord to ſave us, by appointing in his 


dominions a folemn Faſt, to be religiouſly 


| obſerved this Day for that Purpoſe ; and may 
the Lord himſelf prepare our hearts for this 
Duty, and cauſe his ear to hear our Cry. Was 
2 a ſpirit of Prayer and Supplication raiſed 


among us, it would be a token-for Good, that 


the Lord would not caſt us off, nor give us 
up to the hands of our Enemies. Nothing 
more effectually rouſes the Almighty, than 


the fervent and aſſiduous Cries of his Children 


they never fail to prevail when they wreſtle 


with him in Prayer; he can't reſiſt their So- 


licitations, he is better pleaſed to hear them 
cry to him than to give them a repulſe. With 


how much condeſcenſion does he repreſent 
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Z himſelf as conquered with the charms of his 
W | People's Voice, making their moan, and cry- 
il ing to him out of the deeps of their Diſtreſſes, 
\8 and under a ſenſe of their unworthineſs ? 
'F Cant. ii. 14. O my Dove, that art in the clefts 
13 of the rock, in the ſecret places. of the ſtairs, 
i | Et me ſee thy Countenance, let me bear thy 
1 Voice: for fweet is thy Voice, and thy Coun- 
| | Fenance is comely. When once a ſpirit of Prayer 
—_— is awakened among a People, the Lord will 
r T_T 

Tux Lord is under the Obligation of his 


on Promiſe to hearken to the Cries of his 
Children: Af and ye ſhall receive, ſeek and 
ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened to 
von; whatſoever they aſe in Chriſt's Name be- 
llieving, they ſhall receive. Pi. xci. 15. He 
all call upon me, and I will anſwer im: 1 
will be with him in trouble, I will deliver bim 
and bonour him. So far is the Lord from re- 
fuſing to anſwer his People, ſo far from 
taking it ill, when they unboſom them- 
| ſelves to him, even but with groanings, which 
i they cannot make diſtinct Language of, that 


i} he is rather diſpleaſed with their ſhyneſs and j 
| | | their ſilence, and complains, hitherto ye have 
[| __T TT more | 
[| " BeLieveRs have manifold experience of | 


the truth and faithfulneſs of theſe Promiſes 
of Audience and Acceptance that are made to 
5 them; ſo had David, when he cried to God 
Wl! with his Voice, he gave ear unto him, Pal. 


iS 
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Ixxvii. 1. Were our circumſtances never fo for- 
lorn, our caſe never ſodeſperate and low, there is 
Help and Hope through the mighty Influence 
of irreſiſtable Prayer: Pſal. xxxiv. 4. I ſought 
the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me 
from all m y fears. Ver. 5. They koked unto 
him and were hghtened ; and their Faces were 
not aſhamed. Ver. 6. This poor Man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and ſaved him out of - 
all his Troubles. The Lord will regard the 
Supplication of the deſtitute, and will not de- 
ſpiſe their Prayer, that comes from unfeigned 
Lips and a contrite Heart; a broken and a 
contrite heart, he will not deſpiſe. And ac- 
cording as we make conſcience of this Duty 
of Prayer and Supplication to God, not barely 
on a Faſt-day, but habitually in the courſe of 
our Life, and eſpecially while the rod of God 


” fhaken over our heads, and the ſword 


| threatens us, or are remiſs ; fo we may ex- 
pect it will fare with us, as to our Succeſs 
againſt our Enemies. While Moſes's Hands 
were held up, 1ſrael prevailed; when they fell, 
Amalek prevailed. God's Children have many 
great and precious Promiſes made to them 
concerning what he will do for them in the 
times of their Diſtreſs; yet for theſe things 
he will be enquired of by the Houſe of 
Jfrael. | 
Ix the fifth and laſt place, we may obſerve 
from this Context, that however filent the 
Lord may be on ſome occaiions, in not ap- 
C 5 aring 
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pearing in behalf of his Church, according 
to the deſire and expectation of his People, 
but ſometimes ſeems to be aſleep; yet he is 


always with them, even when he ſeems to 
take no notice af them. This was the caſe 


with the Diſciples, tho' their Maſter was 


aſleep, yet he was with them in the Ship; 


and it is the caſe often with the Church of 


Chriſt, when he ſuffers her Enemies to pre- 
vail very far, yet he hath not caſt off all Care 


of her, he is ſtill with her to ſave her from 


utter ruin, tho' ſhe may ſometimes be re- 
duced to very great Extremities: Why then 


ſhould God's People deſpond, even when 
they wade deepeſt in Troubles? Tho' they 
ſhould even walk thro the Valley of the ſha- 
dow of Death, they need not fear any evil, 


ſince he is with them ; his rod and his ſtaff FF 


may comfort them : his People may claim 


the ſame Promiſes made to his Church of old; 
and he ſpeaks the fame language to them 


now, that he did to his People formerly : 
Ta. xl. 13. 4 the Lord thy God will Bold thy 


ri e len ſaying unto thee „ear not, I will - 
| help thee. Ver. 14. Fear not thou worm Jacob, 
and ye Men of Iſrael; I will help thee, ſaith 
the Lord, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 


Iſrael, be bold T will make thee a ncw fharp 


thre: ing-inflrument, bawing teeth ; thou ſhalt 
 threſh the mountains and beat them ſmall, and 


make the bills as chaff ; thou ſhalt fan them, 
end the wind ſpat! carry them away, and the 


_ wohirl- 
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whirhvind ſhall ſcatter them; and thou ſhall 
rejoice in the Lord, and ſhalt glory in the Holy 
One of Iſrael. The Lord has promiſed never 
to leave his People nor forſake them ; let the 
Church's caſe be never fo low, they need not 


fear what Man can do, ſince the Lord is with 
them. So much for the Obſervations from 


the Text and Context. 


II. I proceed now to the ſecond thing; which 
was to ſhew in what reſpects we may be {1d 


to be in a periſhing Condition. And in the firſt 
place, it is by no means with reſpect to any 
diſadvantages we labour under as to the civil 
Government, God in his Providence has ſet 
over us; as if we were under the tyrannical 
ſlavery of arbitrary Rulers, as ſome diſcon- 
tented unreaſonable Men have been ready to 
miſrepreſent : No, bleſſed be God, we have 
great matter of Thankſgiving for the Bleſſings 
we enjoy under the prudent Adminiſtration 
and mild Government of our moit Gracious 


Sovereign his Majcity King Grozcr ; whom 
God long preſerve, to perpetuate all thoſe 


| Mercies to us, we have ſo long enjoyed under 
his auſpicious Government. Yet, notwith- 


ſtanding we have all the Advantages a happy 


and free People can defire, does it not look 
with a gloomy Aſpect on our Circumſtances, 


that there ſhould be found any diſaffected to 


ſuch a Government among us? much more 


that there ſhould be found any among us ſo 


Cp regard. 
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regardleſs of their own Intereſt and the pub- 
lick Good, as to endeavour the overthrow of 
our happy Eſtabliſhment, whereby our Rights 
and Privileges both civil and ſacred are ſo well 
ſecured ? 

May it not raiſe Indignation in every ge- 
nerous Mind to think ' that there ſhould be 
any found who cat of our Sovereign's Bread, 
and yet lift up the heel againſt him? Theſe 
ſecret Plots and Combinations againſt his Ma- 

jeity's Perſon and Government, on whom all 
dur hopes, under God, of the enjoyment of 

; Liberty and Property depend, loudly call us 

to ſupplicate the Throne of Grace, that an 
ommiſcient God would bring to light wy ſe- 

cret Machination of fraudulent and 5 
| Achitephels, or render their wicked Devices 
and deſtructive Schemes abortive ; that our 


gracious God would heal all our Diviſions at 


home, if any yet remain to be healed, and 
countenance our Arms abroad, that his Ma- 
jeſty's Throne may be eſtabliſhed 1 in Righ- 
tteouſneſe, and that he may be a happy Inſtru- 
ment in the Almighty's Hand of checking 
the Ambition of France, promoting the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt, and maintaining the Ballance 
of Power, that at this Juncture is in the 
greateſt hazard of being overturned, . 
Axp ſeeing the purſuit of theſe glorious 
Purpoſes, which our moſt Gracious Sovereign 
has all along, with an invariable Conſtancy 


| and inflexible en, had 1 in n his View, has 
2 Y: drawn 
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drawn upon him the Reſentment of ſuch who 
have been watching every opportunity to in- 
troduce Popery into theſe Lands, and over- 
throw the Ballance of Europe; let us cry 
mightily to our God, that he would interpoſe 
in his Providence in ſome ſuch remarkable 
manner, ſo over-ruling the Affairs of Europe, 
as that Mankind may have a glaring proof 
How odious publick Robbery and unjuſt In- 
vaſions of the Rights and Properties of Man- 
kind are in his fight ; how hateful perfidious 

Treachery, Breach of publick Faith, and ſo- 
lemn Covenants among Princes here on Earth, 


are to him who fits in his Throne in Hea- 


ven, beholding the Children of Men. And 
fince States and Commonwealths, as ſuch, 
can't be reckoned with, and either rewarded = 
or puniſhed in a future State, becauſe they 
only ſubſiſt here in this Life, and have no 


| Being in another World; tho' the particular 
Perſons that compoſe them may be brought 


to a trial in their own Perſons, and muſt all 


ſtand before the Judgement-ſcat of God, to 
receive their particular Sentence according to 
the Deeds done in each Body : Therefore let 
us addreſs the Judge of all the Earth, who 
cannot but do righteouſly, that he would frown. 
by ſome publick token of his Diſpleaſure on 
| thoſe States that in a more notorious manner 
have broken in upon the common Laws of 
Nature and Nations, and violated Publick 
F. aith ; that the ſucceſs of 1 Robbers, 


and 
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and perfidious Truce-breakers may not give 
occalion to the wicked to blaſpheme either 


the Holineſs and Juſtice of God, in not pu- 
niſhing the wicked, and protecting the Inno- 


cent; or his Providence, as not taking. any 


notice of the affairs of Men. In fine, let Te 
plead with God by fervent Prayer, that he 


= would regard the Righteouſneſs of our Cauſe, 
as the caſe ſtands between us and our Ene- 


mies; not that we dare plead any merit in his 


ſight, or venture to be dealt with according 


to our Innocency, as the cafe ſtands betwixt . 


us and our God : no, if he ſhould mark Ini- 


quity againſt us, we could not ſtand. But 
ſuch is the Equity of our Cauſe, and ſo inju- 


rious are our Enemies, that with confidence 


we can appeal to a righteous God to judge 
betwixt us: we may juſtly ſay, they are our 
Enemies without a Cauſe. Let us cry to God 
to judge us, with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xliii. 1. 


Fudge me, O God, and plead my Cauſe againſt 
5 ungodly Nation; O deliver me row the de- 


ceitful and unjuſt Man, 
2. RELIGION may be ſaid to be i in a "OG 


ing per iſhing Way among us, in reſpect of the / 
_ prevailing Apoſtacy from the ways of God 


to be found univerſally amongſt all ranks of 


Men from the higheſt to the loweſt degree ; 
all Fleſh have corrupted their ways, from the 


ſole of the foot to the crown of the head, we 


are full of bruiſes and putrifying ſores. We 


Ter. have all contributed to the common guilt i in 


-_ 
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a leſſer or higher degree; ſo that we ſeem to 
be ripe for a ſtroke of the divine Juſtice, if 
his Mercy, in pouring down upon us a ſpirit 
of Repentance, doth not prevent it. Where 


is the ſociety? where is the family? where 


is the perſon among us, that can clear himſelf 


and ſay, he has not had a hand in aggrava- 
ting the common Guilt ? Have we not all then 
the greateſt reaſon to cry vehemently to God 
in the words of the Diſciples in the Text, 
Lord, fave us; we periſh? Ought not a Senſe 


of national, perſonal, and family Guilt, and 
the juſt demerit of the Sins of all ſorts we arc 


chargeable with in the ſight of God, excite 
us to cry earneſtly to God, that he would not 
mark Iniquity againſt us, nor enter into judge- 
ment with theſe Lands, to deal with us as our 
Iniquities deſerve ; but that in the midſt of de- 
| ſerved Wrath, he would remember Mercy; 
and notwithſtanding our many Provocations, 
whereby we have forfeited his Favour, and 
juſtly incurred his Diſpleaſure, he would yet ap- 


pear for us againſt thoſe who riſe up againſt us. 
Tur Lord in the Riches of his Mercy has 
many times appeared for and kept theſe Lands, 


When they have been brought low, and that 
too againſt theſe very Enemies we have now 
to do withal: but when he came to ſave us, 


I dare ſay he never found Britain and Ireland 
involved in thoſe circumſtances of complica- 


ted guilt they are chargeable with at this day. 


Many a tune he has faved Britain-Calvixiſt, 
hs 55 : | | Bri- 
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Britain-Proteſtant, againſt a Popiſh Anti-chri- 
ſtian party: but what he will do with Britain 
ſo far ſunk in Deiſm, ſo far overſpread with 
the Leproſy of Ar:aniſm and Socinianiſin, and 
other Herefies that ſo univerſally abound with 


us, mult be left to the infinite Patience and 


boundleſs Mercy of our gracious God himſelf 
to ne. 


3. Wx ſeem to be in a periſhing declining 5 


wah, in regard of the ſenſible decay of prac- 
_ tical Godlineſs among us, and undiſguiſed 


Piety. Are there not many, alas! that have 


not ſo much as the very Form of Godlineſs, 
not to ſpeak of the want of the Power? The 


very Form is loſt. Are there not many that 


bear the Chriſtian Name, whom if we view, = 
as to their conduct in their Families, in their 


Cloſets, in their Shops, or any where elſe, 


there is hardly any thing like Religion to be 
ſeen with them; their whole Deportment 
proclaims them Atheiſts, or at beſt Deiſts, 
owning nothing but the Religion of Nature, 


that is incapable of pointing out the way of 
Salvation to loſt Sinners; rejecting Revelation 


altogether : or if they profeſs Chriſtianity, and 
own the Name, and ſome of its general Prin- 
ciples, yet how miſerably is it corrupted and 

changed from its primitive Simplicity with _ 

W 


Ap where Chriſtianity is profeſſed by 
others in more Purity, yet how careleſs are 


the generality of Profeſſors, in compariſon with 


what 
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what they have been even of late years? I 
can't hel "p taking notice here of that Con- 
tempt of publick Ordinances many of this 


Congregation in particular have ſunk into of 
late, which is matter of deep Humiliation to 


us on this Faſt-day, in regard that, notwith- 


ſtanding we have 2 increaſed with- 


in theſe ſix or ſeven years, yet our week-day , 


Lectures are ſometimes even thinner, than 
they were before that time: A lamentable 
evidence of the decay of a ſpiritual Appetite 
and Taſte for the heavenly Food |! May God 
himſelf reach a conviction to the Conſciences 
ol ſuch, who in his Providence have an Op- 
portunity to attend with more diligence, and 


Fept are guilty in this matter; may he by his 
Brace enable them to correct their practice. 


TxIsõ is no doubt the fruit of that decay 
of Piety, that is to be found even with thoſe, 


who have the root of the matter in them, 


and have ſomething of the power of Godli- 
neſs thro' the Revelation of the arm of the 
Lord; it is no doubt the effect of a decay of 
the ſtrength, livelineſs, and vivacity of 3 
that is very obvious in many of God's Chil- 
dren. Alas, how is the Love of many grown 
cold in compariſon of what their firſt Love, 
the Kindneſs of their youth, and the Love of 
their eſpouſals have been | It is not with 
many as it has been, when the candle of the 
Lord ſhone bright upon their Tabernacle ; | 
and r could very 3 feel the light fro 
D 8 
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his Countenance lifted up upon them, which 
raiſed ſuch tranſports of Joy, ſuch ſolacing 
meaſures of ſolid gladneſs in their Hearts, as 


infinitely tranſcend all comforts of corn and 


wine in their greateſt abundance. Do not 
the eminent of God's Children com- 


plain, our leanneſs, our leanneſs, woe's us our 


leanneſs teſftifieth againſt” us? The weak re- 
mains of Grace that is in them, they feel even 


ready to die. 


sixcx then this is the ſtate of Religion, 


ſince the great bulk are either openly pro- 
phane, or at beſt but formal hypocrites; fince 


there are ſuch ſymptoms of decay, even with 


the moſt eminent of the Saints; have we 
not the greateſt reaſon to humble ourſelves 
this day in God's fight, and repent in duſt 
and aſhes, imploring the divine Help in theſe 


our ſinking periſhing circumſtances, crying 


_ earneſtly with the Diſciples in our Text, Lord, 
T EEE EEC 


4. Wr may be ſaid to be in a periſhing 


Condition on account of prevailing Error, and 


abominable Hereſies, that threaten the over- 


throw even of Chriſtianity itſelf. Are there 
not many amongſt us that utterly deny all re- 
vealed Religion? many who deny the Lord 


that bought them, degrading him to the level 
of a Creature? Do not others deny the ori- 
ginal Corruption of the human Nature, thro' 
the Fall of Man? others the neceſſity of the 
imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to the 


inner, 
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ſinner, in order to the Juſtification of his Per- 
ſon in the ſight of God? affirming we are 
juſtified by our own inherent Righteouſneſs, 
which is the very groſſeſt of all the Popiſh 
Errors: Yet, alas! how much does this very 
Error prevail among us, notwithſtanding it 
is condemned by the eleventh and twelfth Ar- 

ticles of the Church of England, and all other 
Proteſtant Confeſſions of Faith ?. I 3 
I is well if a Popiſh Party abroad don't = 
make a handle of this very thing, and take 
encouragement to ſpread their other abominable 
Doctrines among us, promiſing themſelves 
certain Succeſs, looking upon us as ripe to 
fall in with their Deluſions, ſince already we 
ſo generally ſwallow down this groſſeſt of all 
their Errors. What can their trafficking Je- 
ſuits fear we ſhall ſtick at, ſince we can di- 
geſt an Error that moſt of all the Popiſn 


Do ctrines ſtrikes againſt the Foundations of 


the Proteſtant Faith? 
I Au fully ſatisfied, many who maintain 
the Juſtification of their Perſons, (I fay of their 


Perſons, for Proteſtants own the Juſtification 


of their Faith by their Works) by their own 


Works, and not by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


only, from their heart abhor a Popiſh Pre- 
tender; and bleſſed be the Lord, the Attach- 
ment to a Popiſh Pretender's Intereſt is far 
from being either ſo great, or ſo univerſal, as” 
it is to this Popiſh Doctrine; but what a pity 


is it that any, who by profeſſion are Prote- 
JL 2: ſtants, 
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ſtants, ſhould give ſuch occaſion to a Popiſh 
Party to look upon them as friendly to them, 


by maintaining this groſſeſt of all their Errors? 
May we not be ſaid to be in a back-ſliding 


declining way, when any who profeſs to be 
Proteſtants look ſo fully Rome- ward? When 
things are come to this diſmal paſs with us, 


have we not the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to cry out, 
Lord, help us; we periſh? | 


Have not a Popiſh Party too great a han- 


dle given them to boaſt that Britain is diſ 


— to receive the idolatrous, the abomina- 


ble, and the ridiculous Errors of Rome, when 
ſo many ſo openly profeſs the very groſſeſt of 
them all, the Juſtification of their Perſons by 
their own Works? Let us all then with united 
hearts cry fervently to the Lord to ſave us 
from this prevailing Error, for thouſands have 


periſhed by it, nay it bath — its ten thou- 
ſands. 


ARE there not others amon 81 us, | who ſtriv- 
ing to keep this Error at the greateſt diſtance, 


are drove by the artifice of the cunning Ad- 
verſary, who cares not by what means he in- 

commodes the Infereſt of Chriſt, if fo be he 
may but any way hinder the Succeſs of the 
Goſpel, to another Extreme, equally advan- 
tageous to the Intereſt of Satan, and detri- 


mental to the Kingdom of Chriſt ; who can't 


bear to hear the neceſſity of Holineſs inſiſted 


on; no, not even as the native fruit of a new 


Creature, and the genuine produce * 
P aith? 
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Faith? without which it is impoſſible to juſ- 
tify our Faith from the imputation and charge 
of being dead, hy , and not at all the 
Faith of God's E ect; as if without Holineſs 
it was at all poſſible to ſee the Lord. | 
Ix is greatly to be feared many of the 
Ele& themſelves are in a periſhing condition, 
| through the prevalency of this Error in many 
places; ſo that if it was poſſible even many of 
them would finally be deceived by it: but = 
Lord knows who are his, and they ſhall be 
kept by the Power of God through Faith, 

_unto Salvation. But many who pretend to be 
of that happy number, actually periſh by this 
pernicious ſoul-deſtroying, Goſpel-overturn» 


ing Error. So that what by one, what by the 


other of theſe Errors, the Churches of Chriſt | 

in many places ſeem to be in a periſhing 
way, unleſs the Lord ſend ſpeedy help: and 
which is moſt threatening, and which is likely 
to prove molt fatal and pernicious in our caſe, 

is, that thoſe who ſhould be the means of 
our Cure, are themſelves moſt deeply infect- 
ed; thoſe who ought to give the alarm 

; againſt theſe Errors, are themſelves g 
by them; and where the blind lead t blind, 
both are likely to periſh in the ditch ; unleſs. 


God in his rich Mercy ſtretch forth his hand 
to fave them. 


III. 1 COME now to the third thin b 
was to ſhew that our Help is only in the 
| Lord; : 
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Lord; that we may ſeek to him only for 
Salvation. As the condition of the Diſciples 


here in the Context, by reaſon of the tempe- 
ſtuous Storm that was riſen on the Sea, was 
beyond the reach of ordinary means of Deli- 
verance, ſo from what has been ſaid concern- 


ing our Malady, it will plainly appear, that 


none but God himſelf can be our Phyſician ; 


none but he, who has univerſal Nature at his 


command, whom the Wind and Seas obey, 
can controul our Diſorder, -and bring Order 
out of our Confuſions: we are too far gone 


in our diſtemper to be cured without ſome re- 


markable interpoſition of divine Providence 


in our behalf. The whole Head is ſick, the 


whole Heart is faint, we are full of bruiſes 
from the crown of the head to the ſole of the 
foot, inſomuch that in God only is our Help. 
In all caſes, even in the moſt ordinary, Salva- 


tion belongs to the Lord ; but eſpecially in 
theſe that are moſt deſperate, as ours ſeems to 


be. Let us therefore cry to him, directing 
our Supplication to the God of our Salvation, 

_ ſaying, with the Diſciples, Lord, ſave us; we 
117171717177 ow ER 
Do we want Salvation from the crying 

| Guilt of our fin, which is the cauſe of God's 
_ contending with us at this day by the Sword? 

none can pardon this but he. T/a. xliii. 24, 25. 
But thou haſt made me to ſerve with thy fins, 
thou haſt wearied me with thine iniquities. I, 
even I am he, that blotteth out thy tranſgreſ- 


ions 
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ions for mine own ſake, and will not remem- 
ber thy fins. This is God's prerogative; who 
can forgive fins but God? While our Ene- 
mies, who are covered with the darknefs' 
of Popiſh deluſions, have recourſe to their 
Idols that cannot fave them, let us lift 
our hearts with our eyes and our hands to 
the Living God, that he may be propitious 
to us, and take away our fin, that we may 
not die. Under a deep Senſe of abounding 
Impiety, ſcarce daring to lift up our eyes'to' 
God, but aſhamed to come into his Preſence, 


and ſtanding afar off, let us with the penitent 1 
Publican cry earneſtly to the Lord in his - 
words, God be merciful to us ſinners. Let us - 


_ fervently pray to God with united Voices and 
Hearts, that he would not let our iniquity be 


our ruin; but that in the midſt of deſerved | 
wrath he would remember Mercy, and blot | 


out as a cloud our Tranſgreſſions, and as a 
thick cloud our Sins; that he would take away 
all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly. 
Do we ſtand in need of Salvation from the 
| power of Sin, that prevails ſo much among 
all ranks and orders of Men among us, who 
have ſo univerſally departed from the ways of 
God? The Lord himſelf only can cure this; 
let us look to him, that by a day of his 
Power he would turn us, and we ſhall be 
turned. Until he draw us, we cannot run after 
him. Let us fervently implore the Influences 


of his Grace, who is a Prince exalted to give | 
Fe e e Re- 6 
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Repentance, that he would heal all our back- 

ſlidings, and love us freely: That he would 
be unto us as. the dew, that we may again 
grow as the Lily, and caſt forth our roots as 
Liebanan. O Lord God, ceaſe we beſeech 


thee ; 7 whom ſhall Jacob ariſe, for he is 


ſmall ! If ever a work of reformation be ſet 
a-foot, that wonderful work muſt be the 


Lord's doing; in vain is Salvation in any ſhape, 
temporal or ſpiritual, ſought for from any 
other quarter, than from Jehovah; in him 
only is our Help, he is the Hope of Iſrael, . 
and the only Saviour thereof: Not by Might, 
non by Power; but by my Spirit, ſaith the 


Do we decline in point of practical God- 


_ 
Co 


lineſs? Let us look to God himſelf, that he 


would give us of his rich Grace to repent 


and do our firft-. Works, that he would 
ſtrengthen the things that remain, that are 


Pſal. xii. 1. Help Lord, for the godly Man 


ceaſeth ; for the faithful fail, from among the 


Do we periſh in point of abounding and 
greatly prevailing Errors? Let us have our 


es towards God, who alone can chain up 
tan, who has gone forth as a lying ſpirit in 


the mouth of falſe Prophets: Let us fervent- 
ly pray, that he would ſend forth his Light * 
and his Truth, that this Sun of Righteouſneſs | 
may ariſe and ſhine bright, with healing in | 


his 
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his wings, that whereas Darkneſs hath covered 
the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the People, the 
Lord may ariſe upon us, and his Glory be 
ſeen upon us, that the Gentiles may come to 
this Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs of his 
Rijing. 

. hopeful Symptom in our caſe, that 
how far ſoever Deiſin, Arianiſm, Socinia- 
niſim, thoſe vile Anti-chriſtian Hereſies have 
got footing among us; yet they could never 
obtain the countenance of publick Authority, 
but the Wiſdom of the Nation, and the Le- 
giſlative Power have rather borne their teſti- 
mony in the moſt publick manner againſt 
them, and declared them unworthy the Be- 
nefit of their Protection, and excluded them 
from the advantages even of a Toleration ; and 
if any inferior Magiſtrates, contrary to the 
Laws of the Land, have been found Abet- 
ters or Encouragers of theſe Hereſies, ſuch 


| corners of the Land are loudly called, upon 
24 ſolemn Faſt-day, with the deepeſt Hu- 


mility, to confeſs before God this aggra- 
vated Guilt; with whomſoever this iniquity 
is found, ſuch Achans are the Troublers of 
our Ii-ael, who have tranſgreſ fled in this ac- 
curſed thing. 

IN fine, do numerous Enemies at potent 
Kingdoms riſe up againſt us without a Cauſe ? 
Let us make the Lord only our Refuge, even 
in this. Let us ſpread our caſe before a righ- 
teous God, who takes the Cauſe of the inno- 
E * 
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cent and 5 under his Protection, ſay- 
ing with aphat, 2 Chron. xx. 12. 54 


God, wilt jo 2 judge them, for we have no 


mi gbr againſt this great Company that cometh 
againſt us, neither know we what to do; but 
cur eyes are upon thee, Let us not truſt in an 
Arm of fleſh, our Armies, or Navies, our 


Friends and Allies, but in the Living God: 
Let us ſay, Aſber ſhall not ſave us, we will 


not ride upon horſes, neither r will we ſay 


any more to the work of our hands, ye are 


our 5 Jen i in thee the Fatherle fe JOE + 


mercy. 


IV. TY COME now to the laſt "a 1 pro- 


poſed to ſpeak to, which was to ſhew, for 
an uſe of direction upon this day of ſolemn 
Humiliation, what that Salvation or Help is, 
that, upon ſuch an occaſion as this is, we 
: ought to call upon God for ; and fince I have 
anticipated already in a great meaſure what 
might have come under this Head, I ſhall 
| endeavour to diſcuſs what I have further to 

add, in a very few things. 


In the firſt place, let us be particularly i im- 


portu nate with God in praying for national 
N Mercies, that the Hope of 1ſrael, and the Sa- 


viour thereof in times of trouble, would not 
be as a Stranger in our Land, or a way-faring 


Man, that turns aſide to tarry for a night; 


| but that the Lord, who 1 Is in the midſt of us, 
by 
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by whoſe Name we are called, would not 
leave us, that he would ſtir up his Strength 
and come and fave us. Eſpecially let our 
Hearts tremble for the Ark of God, and ear- 
neſtly beg that the Throne of Chriſt may en- 
dure for ever among us, and that he would 
not remove our candleſtick out of its place, 
but give us grace to repent z remembering 
from whence we have fallen, that we may 
return to our firſt Love, and do our firſt 
Works: that the Lord may not do to us as 
he did to Sh:z/ob, where he ſet his Name at 
the firſt ; but that he would be a wall of fire 
round about us, and the Glory in the midſt = 


of us; and that over all the Glory he would 


create a Defence, and maintain what he hath 
ſo graciouſly wrought for us. 


Lu us carneſty beg that our Libertics ww 


; Privileges, civil and facred, may be main- 
tained to us; and as our gracious God has 
often appeared for our Help on former Oc- 
caſions, when our Enemies have riſen up 
againſt us, and wonderfully delivered us be- 
| yond our own expectations, and to the con- 
fuſion of our Enemies and their fore Diſap- 
pointment; now that again a reſtleſs Popith 
Party would make a Captain to return unto 
Egypt, let us fervently implore the Mercy of 
God that their wicked deſigns may be de- 
feated. And as God in his kind Providence 


has hitherto given a remarkable Bleſſing to the 
T 
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Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe 
of Hanover, ſo that the Entail of the Br:- 
iſh Crown on that auguſt Family has, by 
the good hand of our God thereupon, proved 
a ſucceſsful and happy expedient for the Se- 
curity of our Rights both civil and facred ; 
tet us earneſtly cry to God, that he would 
ſtill ſmile on that Family, and pour down 
his richeſt Bleſſings on them, and make them 
a ſtrong Bulwark againſt Popery, and all the 
ambitious Deſigns of arbitrary Power; that 
this lamp that he hath ordained may be pre- 
ſerved, that Generations to come may know 
the Lord, even Children yet to be born; 
that this Royal Family may be the happy 
Inſtruments of continuing with us, and 
tranſmitting to our lateſt Poſterity all the 
Bleſſings of Liberty and Property we have 
enjoyed ſince their Acceſſion to the Crown; 
that the hopes of our Popiſh Adverſaries 
may be entirely fruſtrated; and that that 
deadly Wound that hath been given to the 
| Beaſt in Britain, may not be healed any _ 


more. 


Luer us beg particularly for Bleſſings upon 
dur King on the Throne, that, eſpecially at 
this critical Conjuncture, he would give to 
him his Judgements, that his Throne may 
de eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, that he may 
be made glad exceedingly with God's Coun- 


tenance, 
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tenance, that his Enemies may be clothed 
with ſhame, and that on himſelf the Crown 
may flouriſh ; that he may have Wiſdom 
given him as an Angel of God, that he may 
be a happy inſtrument of reſtoring Peace to 
Europe, and eſtabliſhing it on ſuch a ſolid 
Foundation, as it may never be in the 
Power of any ambitious Monarch again to 
diſturb it; and that in the iſſue, all the 


Confuſions that are, and have been in E- 
rope, may terminate in the advancement of 


the Proteſtant Intereſt, and the ruin Anti- ; 
chriſt. 5 


- L r us earneſtly pray for a Bleſſing upon 
his Majeſty's Arms by Sea and Land, and 
thoſe of his Allies, that he would in Mercy 8 
ariſe, and cauſe his and our Enemies to be 
ſcattered, that thoſe that hate him may be 
made to flee before him; that our gracious 
God would return to the many thouſands 


of Iſrael, that God himſelf would tread 


down our Enemies, that he would give them 


as duſt to the Sword, and as driven ſtubble 


to our Bow; that he would go forth with 
our Armies, and teach the Hands of thoſe, 


who jeopard their Lives in the high Places 
of the Field for us, to war, and their Fin- 
gers to fight; that at length Peace may be 
within our Borders, and Proſperity within 
our 3 that w. we may be a People 9 
a - 
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of the Lord, who is the Shield of our Help 
and the Sword of our Excellency. 


LET us beg of the Lord that he would 


make Trade to revive and flouriſh at home, 


and Navigation abroad; that both Tſachar 
may rejoice in his Tents, and Zebulon in his 


going out; that the Lord would appoint Sal- 
vation for Walls and Bulwarks, that he would 


rebuke the Winds and the Seas, and com- 


mand a Calm. Eſpecially let us have the 


Proſperity of Religion at heart, that we may 


fervently beg that the wickedneſs of the 
wicked may come to an end, that our Re- 
deemer would come to Zion, and turn away 
Ungodlineſs from Jacob; that Iniquity, as 


aſhamed, may ſtop its mouth, that the Lord 


would cauſe the unclean Spirit of Error and 
Prophanity to paſs out of this land, and that 
he would turn to the People a pure Lan- 
guage, chat 855 may call on the Name of 
the Lord. N 


Lr us earneſtly beg that the Lord would 


fave Zion, and build the Cities of Judab; 


that our eyes may ſee Feruſalem, the City of 
our Solemnities, a quiet Habitation, a Ta- 
bernacle that ſhall not be taken down, that 
none of the ſtakes thereof may be removed, 
nor any of the cords thereof broken ; but 


that the glorious Lord may be to us a Place = 
= © 


> 
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of broad Waters and Streams, that Watch- 
men may be ſet on our Walls, which may 
never hold their peace day nor night, and 
give him no reſt, till he eſtabliſh and make 
5 1 om a Praiſe in the Earth. May the 

ord himſelf pour down a Spirit of Prayer 
and Supplication upon us all, that we may 
wreſtle earneſtly with him, ſo as to prevail 
for obtaining theſe Bleſſings, and may E give 
his Bleſſing to his Word; and to his Name 
RR.” e ee 


